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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Winter commencement set for December 10 
Around 750 graduates from the class of 2005 
are expected to receive their diplomas on 
Saturday, December 10, during Grand Valley 's 
winter commencement ceremony. The ceremo-
ny runs from 10 a.m.-noon in the Van Andel 
Arena in downtown Grand Rapids. 
International Aid president and CEO Myles D. 
Fish will deliver the commencement address 
and will receive an honorary doctorate of pub-
lic service degree. Vondie Moore Woodbury 
will be given the Distinguished Alumni Award 
and Caryn King will be given the Outstanding 
Educator Award. 
About the honorees: 
• Fish is responsible for the vision and strate-
gic oversight of a leading relief and develop-
Across Campus 
File photo 
More than 400 students are enrolled in pro-
grams at Grand Valley's Traverse City Center, 
which celebrated its 10th anniversary in 
October. 
Traverse City Center 
celebrates 10 years 
Grand Valley's Traverse City Center celebrated 
its 10th anniversary October 25 during an 
open house for alumni, students and communi-
ty members. 
When it opened in 1995, the center's enroll-
ment was 62. Marty Litherland, coordinator, 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
ment organization 
that has, during 
the past decade, 
responded to 
more than 100 
natural and 
man-made disas-
ters, and 
delivered critical 
relief supplies to 
more than 170 
countries. 
• Woodbury has, 
Myles D. Fish 
for the past decade, served as director of a 
non-profit health agency that develops com-
munity-driven solutions to health care dispari-
ties. Under her leadership, the Muskegon 
Community Health Project has developed an 
antibiotic education campaign, an extensive 
regional diabetes screening and management 
effort and a Web-based health information net-
work for case management of delinquent 
youth. Woodbury earned a bachelor's degree 
in political science from Grand Valley in 1971 
and a master's of public administration degree 
from Western Michigan University in 1976. 
• When nominating King, professor of educa-
tion, students said they admired her energy 
and passion for teaching. They also lauded her 
ability to blend practical experience with 
classroom theories. 
King joined Grand Valley 's faculty in 1991. 
She teaches graduate students who are practic-
ing elementary teachers pursuing their mas-
ter's degrees in reading and language arts. 
···--------------------------
said the enrollment for Fall Semester 2005 
was about 400. The university offers three 
bachelor's degree programs: liberal studies, 
elementary education and secondary educa-
tion; and two master's degree programs: social 
work and education. 
Faculty and staff giving 
tops $100,000 
Just one month after the launch of the Annual 
Giving Campaign, Grand Valley's faculty and 
staff members have given more than $100,000 
to the university and its students. 
By directing their gifts, donors are deciding 
for themselves how their gifts will help stu-
dents and the university community. To date, 
142 different funds have received support 
through the campaign. 
The funds with the highest total gifts to 
date are as follows: 
• Grand Valley Fund ($11,684); 
• Homeland Defense Initiative 
Training ($11,500); 
• Computer Science and Information 
Fund ($5,780); 
• WGVU Radio ($5,683); 
• Engineering Building 2005 
Campaign ($5,250); and 
• Plant Service Personnel Descendants 
Sholarship Endowment ($3,958). 
The funds supported by the most donors to 
date are listed below: 
• Grand Valley Fund (86 donors); 
• WGVU Radio (60); 
• WGVU-TV (48); 
• Plant Service Personnel Descendants 
Scholarship Endowment (38); 
• Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender 
Scholarship (20); and 
• Clerical Office Technical Association 
Scholarship Endowment (17). 
The campaign's Faculty and Staff Advisory 
Cabinet set a goal of 50 percent participation 
and many areas across campus already have 
exceeded this level. Work groups with at least 
60 percent participation include: Alumni 
continues on page 2 
2 Forum I December 5, 2005 
Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
Relations Office, Padnos College of Engineering and Computing Dean's 
Office, Regional Math and Science Center, University Development 
Office and Women's Center. 
For more information on the campaign, including payroll deduction forms 
and up-to-date status reports, visit www.gvsu.edu/development/fscampaign. 
Campus community 
invited to read same book 
All members of the campus community are invited to particpate in a com-
munity reading. 
During their visit, 
Korean journalists 
Alex Huang and Jae 
Lee visited an ele-
mentary school in 
Muskegon and a 
charter school in 
Holland. They were 
interviewed by 
WGVU Radio's 
Shelley Irwin. 
Rita Higgins, from 
Learning to Give, 
said Korean teachers 
have attended LTG 
institutes sponsored 
by the College of 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Korean journalists Jae Lee, left, and Alex Huang 
visit Shelley Irwin, of WGVU, during a trip to 
West Michigan last week. Susan Mendoza-Jones, director of integrative learning for the College of 
Interdisciplinary Studies, said a committee selected The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Nighttime, by Mark Haddons, as the Winter Semester 
book. The novel chronicles the mystery of a murdered neighborhood dog 
from the perspective of a 15-year-old mathematically gifted autistic boy, 
who discovers family secrets and struggles along the way. 
Education and have implemented LTG lessons in their classrooms. 
Conference room dedication 
Faculty and staff members who are interested are asked to sign up by visit-
ing the COIS Web site, www.gvsu.edu/cois, to take part in discussions relat-
ing to the book throughout the semester. The first 200 people to sign up 
will receive free copies of the book, other participants will receive a 
coupon for 20 percent off the price of the book when purchased at 
University Bookstores. 
Korean journalists visit Grand Valley 
The Korean Broadcasting System visited West Michigan and Grand Valley 
last week to interview teachers, administrators and students about 
Learning to Give, a program of the Council of Michigan Foundations that 
teaches the importance of sharing time, talent and treasure for the com-
mon good. 
The CMF awarded Grand Valley's College of Education a grant in 2003 to 
develop and implement Learning to Give programs. 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Pat Fletcher, wife of the late Bob Fletcher, speaks during the 
November 28 dedication of a conference room (106 STU) in 
Fletcher's memory Fletcher, former vice provost and dean of 
Academic Services, died December 22, 2004. 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. 
Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus news, 
visit Grand Valley's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu. 
GRAND VALLEYli-
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web site 
at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
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Faculty and staff members 
to be honored 
at holiday party 
Faculty and staff members will be honored for their 
years of service to Grand Valley at the annual 
Service Award and Holiday Gathering on Thursday, 
December 8. 
All faculty and staff members are invited. The holi-
day party will be held in the Kirkhof Center, Grand 
River Room, from 3-5 p.m. with the award ceremo-
ny beginning at 3:30 p.m. To allow employees to 
participate, campus offices may close at 3 p.m. 
The 40-year award recipients are: 
Faculty 
William Baum, Liberal Studies 
Wilhelm Seeger, Modem Languages & Literatures 
(retired) 
Executive, Administrative and Professional 
Mary Seeger, Advising Resources & Special Programs 
(retired) 
R. Bruce Tweddale, Institutional Analysis (retired) 
The 35-year award recipients are: 
Faculty 
Robert Beasecker, Library 
John Gracki, Chemistry 
Thomas Herzog, Psychology 
Sheldon Kopperl, Biomedical Sciences 
Christine Rydel, Modem Languages & Literatures 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Marcia Schutter, Registrar's Office (retired) 
Sue Willemsen, Dean of Students ' Office 
The 30-year award recipients are: 
Faculty 
Gregg Dirnkoff, Finance 
Roger Ellis, Communications 
Myron Mast, Public Administration 
The 25-year award recipients are: 
Faculty 
Robert Cross, Education 
Emily Droste-Bielak, Nursing 
Rita Grant, Accounting and Taxation 
James Sanford, Management 
Nancy Shontz, Biology 
Timothy Strickler, Biomedical Sciences 
Kathryn Waggoner, Library 
Executive, Administrative and Professional 
Carrie Corbin, WGVU 
William Fisher, Information Technology 
Jon Jellema, Academic Affairs 
Robert Lumbert, WGVU 
Mary Medendorp, Registrar's Office 
continues on page 3 
What's Ahead 
Kickoff meetings 
for spring relay planned 
The student organization Cancer Awareness 
Resistance and Education (CARE) will host 
several January meetings to plan for the 
group's fifth annual Relay for Life, scheduled 
for April 7 at the Clock Tower Plaza. 
For the first time, Alumni Relations and the 
University Club are seeking more faculty and 
staff participation during the 12-hour relay. Last 
year, more than 60 teams participated in the 
event and raised more than $75,000. Kim 
Schmidt, associate director of Alumni 
Relations, said few of those teams consisted of 
faculty or staff members. 
"We're pushing it more this year as a way for 
faculty members to get to know their students 
outside the classroom," she said. 
Three kickoff meetings are planned for the fol-
lowing dates: 
• January 10, 9 p.m., Kirkhof Center, Pere 
Marquette room; 
• January 12, 6 p.m. , DeVos Center, University 
Club room; 
• January 18, 9 p.m. , Kirkhof Center, Pere 
Marquette room. 
For more information, send an e-mail to 
care@student.gvsu.edu. 
Recital set for Thursday 
Grand Valley's new oboe professor, 
Marlen Vavrfkova, performs her debut 
recital Thursday, December 8. The con-
cert will begin at 8 p.m. in the Sherman 
Van Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. 
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Faculty and 
Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Ben Rudolph, professor of marketing, was 
interviewed by WGVU-AM for a story about 
holiday retail sales predictions. 
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, was interviewed by 
WZZM-TV Channel 13 and the Muskegon 
Chronicle for stories about the $400,000 grant 
directed to renovating AWRI's field station. 
Rick Rediske, senior research scientist at the 
Annis Water Resources Institute, was inter-
viewed by Michigan Radio for a story about 
cleanup at Ruddiman Creek. 
Sketches 
Judy Whipps, chair of the Liberal Studies 
Department and associate professor of philoso-
phy, and Christine Drewel, affiliate professor 
in the Liberal Studies Department, gave a pres-
entation, "Teaching Integration: Examples of 
continues on page 4 
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Faculty, staff members to receive awards 
continued from page 2 
John Zaugra, Counseling & Career 
Development Center 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Linda Longnecker, Payroll 
Jeffrey Woollett, CLAS 
Maintenance, Grounds and Service 
Toby Burke, Facilities Services 
William Moss, Facilities Services 
Michael Spofford, Facilities Services 
The 20-year award recipients are: 
Faculty 
Lee Copenhaver, Music 
Mary de Young, Sociology 
Margaret Friar, Mathematics 
Linda Goossen, Health Professions 
Larry Kotman, Computing & Information Systems 
Alireza Moharnmadzadeh, Engineering 
Michael Yuhas, Accounting and Taxation 
Executive, Administrative and Professional 
Richard Fedder, Information Technology 
Ginger Lange, Career Services 
K. John Miko, Advising Resources 
& Special Programs 
Jerrod Nickels, Bookstore 
Terry Sack, Meadows Golf Club 
Mary Ann Sheline, Regional Math & Science Center 
Bonnie Ulmer-DeGraves, Admissions 
Scott Vanderberg, Communications 
Linda Yuhas, Human Resources 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Holly Kloostra, Public Safety 
Hollie Rago, Accounting 
Patricia White, Mathematics 
Maintenance, Grounds and Service 
Carol DeWitt, Facilities Services 
David Edwards, Facilities Services 
The 10-year award recipients are: 
Faculty 
Edward Aboufadel , Mathematics 
Teresa Beck, Health Professions 
John Capodi1upo, Biomedical Sciences 
John Constantelos, Political Sciences 
Joseph Godwin, Accounting and Taxation 
Martha Golensky, Social Work 
Cynthia Grapczynski, Health Professions 
Richard Harris , Accounting and Taxation 
Jodee Hunt, Biology 
Paul Isely, Economics 
Richard Jelier, Public & Nonprofit Administration 
Mary Karpen, Chemistry 
Erika King, Political Science 
Dennis Ma1aret, Sociology 
Jean Martin, Nursing 
Anne Merkle, Library 
Sandra Miller, Education 
Kristine Mullendore, Criminal Justice 
Betty Pritchard, Communications 
Sherrill Pryor, Education 
Kathryn Remlinger, English 
Daniel Royer, Writing 
Carol Sanchez, Management 
B. Nan Schichtel , Library 
Jerry Scripps, Computing & Information Systems 
Gerald Simons, Economics 
Harinder Singh, Economics 
Christine Smith, Psychology 
Paul Stephenson, Statistics 
Veta Tucker, English 
Frank Ward, Health Professions 
John Weber, Geology 
Clark Wells, Mathematics 
Pamela Wells , Mathematics 
William Whit, Sociology (retired) 
Joanne Ziembo-Vogl, Criminal Justice 
Executive, Administrative and Professional 
James Bachmeier, Business and Finance 
Christopher Boerma, Bookstore 
Barbara Christi, WGVU 
Connie Dang, Multicultural Affairs 
Stephanie Forest, Financial Aid 
Suzanne Gilfillan, College of Education 
Ruthanne Griffin, Human Resources 
Ken Kolbe, WGVU 
Marlene Kowalski-Braun, Women's Center 
Carol Lopucki, Michigan Small Business and 
Development Center 
Barbara Palombi, Counseling & Career 
Development Center 
Deanne Scanlon, Athletics 
Tim Thimmesch, Facilities Services 
Janet Walls, Housing 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Kathy Bausano, Facilities Services 
Brian DenUyl, Admissions 
Larry Koza! , WGVU 
Robert Kozminski, Library 
Cindy Laug, CLAS 
Carol Rappley, Health Professions 
Krista Rye, Johnson Center for Philanthropy 
Shawntain Watson, Continuing Education 
Mark Wittkoski, WGVU 
Maintenance Grounds and Service 
Robert Carrington, Facilities Services 
Michael Clapp, Facilities Services 
Michael Grissom, Facilities Services 
John Homacek, Facilities Services 
Jim Jakubowski, Facilities Services 
Ross Kieft, Facilities Services 
Diane Lipski, Facilities Services 
Charles Walcott, Facilities Services 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Mon.-Wed., Dec. 5-7 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.: Women's Center sponsors 
Unique Holiday Boutique, with fair-trade 
items on sale. Lobby, KC. Call x12748 for 
more information. 
Mon., Dec. 5 
12 noon: History Colloquium. U.S.-Dutch 
Relations in the Cold War: Thoughts on the 
Instrumentality of American Power, presented 
by David Snyder. 1119 MAK. Call x 13298 
for more information. 
12 noon-6 p.m.: American Red Cross Blood 
Drive. 215/216 KC. Call x12360 for more 
information. 
8 p.m.: University Arts Choral Concert, with 
conductors Ellen Pool and Charles Norris. 
LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for more information. 
Tues., Dec. 6 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence 
Series. Healing Racism. Day one of two-day 
workshop. 250 KC. Call x12215 for registra-
tion information. 
11 a.m.-2 p.m.: Women 's Center sponsors 
Unique Holiday Boutique, with fair-trade 
items on sale. DEV Plaza. Call x12748 for 
more information. 
8 p.m.: GVSU Chamber Orchestra, with conduc-
tor Brian Asher and performances by Ryan 
Stumpo, Candice Surjana and faculty-artists 
Dylana Jensen and Robert Byrens. Cook-
DeWitt Center. Call x13484 for more infor-
mation. 
Wed., Dec. 7 
8 a.m.-12 noon: Human Resources Excellence 
Series. Healing Racism. Day two. 204 KC. 
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call 
xl2204 for more information. 
3 p.m. : Disaster Response Observations, with 
Mike Spofford and Myles Fish. CDC. Call 
x12180 for more information. 
6 p.m. : University Club Holiday Reception. 
Dinner to follow at 6:45 p.m. Schnitzelbank, 
Grand Rapids. Call xl3592 for registration 
information. 
Thurs., Dec. 8 
7 p.m.: College of Education Convocation. 
DeVos Place Ballroom, Grand Rapids. Call 
x16230 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series. Marlen Vavrfkova, 
oboe professor, performs with pianist Ksenia 
Leletkina. Sherman Van Solkema Recital 
Hall , PAC. Call xl3484 for more information. 
Fri., Dec. 9 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 107E 
DEV. Call x17337 for more information . 
VENTS 
11 :30 a.m.-1 p.m.: CLAS Open House and 
Faculty Award Presentation. 204 KC. Call 
x12495 for more information. 
7: 30 p.m.: One-Act Plays, "Red Cross" and 
'The Lesson." LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for 
ticket information. 
Sat., Dec. 10 
10 a.m.-12 noon: Commencement Ceremony. 
Van Andel Arena, Grand Rapids. Call x12345 
for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: One-Act Plays, "Red Cross" and 
"The Lesson." 
8-10 p.m. : Alumni Recital with pianist Ksenia 
Leletkina. Sherman Van Solkema Recital 
Hall, PAC. Call xl3484 for more information. 
Sun., Dec. 11 
2 p.m. : One-Act Plays, "Red Cross" and "The 
Lesson." 
Sports 
Sat., Dec. 1 O 
1 p.m.: Women 's basketball hosts Mercyhurst 
College. 
3 p.m.: Men's basketball hosts Mercyhurst 
College. 
···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued from page 3 
Synthesis Projects and Integrative Portfolios," at 
the Association of American Colleges and 
Universities Conference on Integrative Learning 
in Denver, Colorado. 
Shelly Irwin, host of the WGVU Morning 
Show, was named a National Finalist in the 
Silver Microphone Awards for a series of stories 
called, "Travel Petra." 
Two documentaries from WGVU Productions, 
"Time and Chance - Gerald Ford's 
Appointment with History" and "Surviving 
Auschwitz: Children of the Shoah," received 
Silver Awards in the 2005 Davey Awards. 
Paul Fishback, associate professor of mathe-
matics, gave a presentation, "The Two Sides of 
the Lanczos Derivative Story," at Miami 
University in Oxford, Ohio, as part of the 
Mathematics Department Graduate Program's 
Enrichment Lecture Series. 
Ronald Loeffier, assistant professor of philoso-
phy, wrote an article, "Intertheoretical Identity 
and Ontological Reductions," published in 
Erkenntnis 62 . 
Rick Albrecht, associate professor of movement 
science, was selected by the National 
Association for Sport and Physical Education to 
serve on a five-member taskforce to revise the 
National Standards for Athletic Coaches. 
Peimin Ni, professor of philosophy, presented a 
paper, "Two Kinds of Warrant Plantinga's and 
Confucian," at the annual conference of the 
Society of Asian and Comparative Philosophy at 
Asiloma, California, and a paper, "Charting the 
Territory of Comparative Philosophy," at the 
conference on Comparative Study of Chinese 
and Western Philosophy in Shaoxing, China. 
Pat Smith, deputy university counsel, conducted 
two workshops on legal issues in higher educa-
tion at the Society of Women Engineers national 
conference in Anaheim, California. 
Linda Chown, professsor of English, gave a 
presentation, '"Everything That Rises Must 
Converge' or Literature in a Technical Way," at 
the Midwest Modern Langauge Association in 
Milwakuee. 
Corinna McLeod, assistant professor of 
English, gave a presentation, "Touring Other 
Spaces: Connecting Students to the World and 
the Role of Higher Education," at the Best 
Practices in Education in Africa and the United 
States Conference held at the University of Cape 
Coast, Ghana. 
Ellen Yezierski, assistant professor of chemistry, 
gave a presentation, "Inquiry in High School 
Chemistry," at the Inter-Institutional Teacher 
Education Council of West Michigan Coference 
at Aquinas College. 
Karen Meyers, assistant director of the 
Regional Math and Science Center, gave a pres-
entation, "From Misconception to Classroom 
Lesson," at the Michigan Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics Annual State Conference. 
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